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In this issue... |Me ssage from the Boar d of Educ ation

Message from the Board} QOne of the greatest challenges in obtaining community support for our schools lies in our ability to
of Education.......... Page |L .

answer one question--why are todayschools so diérent than schools of the past?
The reasons for these fiéifences are complex, yet significanthe global economy and

District Leads in .. . . 2 .
competition have had a huge impact on school districts. Jobs that once were available to student

Environmentally Friendly!

Initiatives........... Page 1-4 graduating from high school without further education are now limited in number and limiting to the
ability of the graduate to be a productive member of the work force. Plainville students are not only
Hme Long Range page b expected to compete with other students in our state, but with students all over the world. Schools mus
AN age P

prepare students for higher education to assist them in becoming productive citizens.
Student Spotlight.Page3 Federal laws such as the (IDEA) Individuals with Disabilities Educ#tairalso greatly changed the
requirements of schools and the education of students who need special services. NCLB, No Child Lef
Behind, is the newest federal law that increases the pressure on school districts to assure all studen
can be successful on standardized tests. No onegaa a&ith the intent of either of these laws but we
must also acknowledge the challenges they preshate two issues, global competition and federal

Let's ChatWith.....Page 3

Budget News......... Page B

Adult law requirements, have driven much of the change and focus in the schools ofStodigr class
Education.............. Page i sizes are required to teach mordidifit material to diverse student populations with needs that are

greater than those of the past. Meeting the needs of each student requires additional resources al
Good News!.......... Page # increases the cost of educating our students.

Every board of education struggles with controlling the cost of education, but the areas of discretionary spending a
shrinking.We must pay statheir contracted wages and provide health cafe.must maintain our buildings and provide the
enegy to keep them operatinge must provide supplies and transportatidfe must provide special needs students with

an appropriate education as mandated by federaswwe proceed through the annual budget season, we ask the community
to be aware that the board of education, as taxpayers of Plainville, will be careful and diligent in making our d&eisidhs.

also make every ffrt to communicate those decisions to the commuAgyalways, residents with questions or concerns are
welcome to contact the Plainville Board of Education to obtain accurate information.

District Leads in Envir onmentall y Friendl y Initia tiv es

While Plainville Community Schools “Greenwave” cafeteria trays district-The Facilities Department also has
continues to focus on studenwide. The trays are constructed ofincorporated a number of proactive
achievement and continuous academitaturally renewable reeds and plantgractices in favor of the environment and
improvement, the district is also makingmported from China.The product is organizational €ectiveness.

great strides in the area of environmentdlio-degradable and will burn, making itRecycLING: Recycling is an area of focus
friendliness. A number of significant an environmentally friendly choice for thefor the Facilities Department district-
initiatives are underway in anfeft to district. “The Food Services sfais wide. Separating paper products for
preserve the environment and support thexcited to help further the fefts of the recycling purposes is going intofedt
health and well being of students andfstaPlainville Board of Education in fe#ring throughout the school district. Recycling
members. the students and sfafn environmentally receptacles will be provided in each
StYrROFOAM ALTERNATIVES: According to friendly alternative,” noted Bondi. Goingschool. In addition, the Facilities
Food Services Directpdames Bondi, aforward, depending on availability andDepartment complies with regulations
shift from styro-foam lunch trays to morecost, there will be a gradual change in theegarding the proper disposal of
environmentally friendly disposableFood Services Departmest’ other equipment and recycling of hazardous
serving products recently occurreddisposable products, with the ultimatenaterials.
In January 2007, the Food Servicegoal of converting to as many
Department began incorporatingeco-friendly products as possible.

Continued on Page 2



The Long Range Plan

The Long Range Plan for the school district intends to improve the school buildings. There are a number of priojgrbgress.
HIGH SCHOOL AUDIT ORIUM On December 14th, next phase of the renovation process will begin this mgnth.
the high schoo$ Mel PerryAuditorium was rededicated. The building committee has been studying the possihility
On hand were the superintendent, schodiciafls, of including a photovoltaic roofing systenWhile not in
administrators, staf students and a Ige audience of the original plans for the building, new developments jand
Plainville citizens. Everyone was pleased with tHaancial incentives make the possibility of producing so¢lar
refurbished facility and the improved acoustldsth electricity attractive. Our next newsletter will have |an
limited funds, the building committee guided the districtupdate on this issue.
through a dificult project with great resultsThe safety LINDEN ADDITION The Linden addition has enter¢d
of all is vastly improved with a fully operational sprinklethe final stagesThe improved high speed fiber optic

system. The auditorium project is now complete. computer network connection should be completed in the
Further updates will not be necessary coming months After that work is finalized the board will
HIGH SCHOOL RENOVATION In December accept the project as complete.

construction bids on the high school renovation wef@FFOLON SCHOOL RENOVATION At the end of
opened and the building committee was very pleased wldmuary a mailing went out to Plainville homes with
the results. Net costs for this phase of the bidding caméniiormation about th&@offolon School renovation project.
lower than initially projected meaning that the project c8he town council has set the date for theffolon
be completed within the limits of the original budg@&he referendum a3uesdayMarch 6th.

Health Radon ProgranThe Plainville Linden Sreet Schools also revealed no
Examples include batteries, fluorescen chool district began participating in theoroblems with radon. Louigoffolon
i htsp and non-functionaly com uter‘ ools For Schools” program School is slated for radon testing after
mgonit,ors which contain lead PUteToordinated by the Department of Publiproposed construction and renovation
CLEANING, ProbuCTS Three éars 200 Health in 2004 as a result of legislatiomrojects are completed.
the Eacilities Department bey an 9 " requiring all school districts to have arSTUDENT TRANSPORATION: Student
utilizin environrﬁentall frier?dl indoor air quality program in plac&he transportation also became more
cleanir? supplies in a)lll of thg Schooi‘TooIs For Schools” program meets thignvironmentally friendly last year
buildin gs Ac?:?)rdin to Mel Masse of requirement.As part of the program, The DATTCO bus company now
the Fagcillities De grtment while eco_each school in Plainville has assemblegrovides 35 new “green” school buses
friendly cleanin Eu lies 1are not vet & committee of sthimembers as part of a five-year contract agreement
state r¥1andate gPIaiFr)l\F;iIIe remains {nuchesponsible for facilitating surveys onwith Plainville Community Schools.
ahead of the cijrve with “areen indoor air quality and identifying any The new buses are equipped with diesel
cleanina.” Nearly ever c?eanin related air quality issues. In addition, thengines operating on ultra-low sulfur
roductglbein uied to>:1|a in thge SchooI?Iainville school district participated in diesel fuel--good news for both students
zistrict is a g reen certif)i,ed Chernicallnforma‘[ion and training sessions and staf members, especially those who
Green certifie?j roducts do not Contaiﬁponsored by the Department of Publisuffer from sensitivity to diesel exhaust
butvls. which a?e chemicals added tHealth on radon and other issues relatifemes and other related alggms.
clegni1n roducts to dissolve dirt o indoor air qualityAs a result of this Plainville Community Schools will
The re?eg cleaning products are. participation, the district received freecontinue to explore additional eco-
envir?)nmentall frignpdl afe to use and radon test kits to conduct mandatoryriendly options, including the potential
handle. and eI)i/minateysstudent and fsta adon testing at a savings of more thaior using alternative clean emgr
ox osu,re to harmful cleaning agents 20,000.00. Plainville Community sources. Solar panels will be
IN||3000R AR QuaLITY: The gFagiIities. Schools was one of approximately seveinvestigated as an option for the high
Department has alsd been proactive I%istricts in Connecticut to complete theschool and Lindent&et School. Many
effoprts to address indoor ;Eir Lalit school building radon testing throughbenefits are associated with this type of
District staf. led b Facﬁ]itiesythe free test kit program. Results froninitiative, including cost savings
Department D,irector tﬁv)(/e Busel has the radon testing indicated that therencurred through discounts and rebate
cor?ducted school radon testin \;vith thivere no elevated levels of radon at therogramsThe town and board of
assistance of each schl"l’ogls For middle school or high school facilities,education have also begun exploring
Schools” committee ' and thewhich were tested in December 2006oesticide free alternatives for town

Connecticut Department of PublicEar“er tests conducted ®theeler and properties, including school grounds.
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Student Spotlight: Bushnell P oetry

Pictured from lef to right:
Gene Bozzi (conducting),
Avery Ferro,Amy Urso,

and Sage Maier
Article by:
Robin Wagner andAvery Ferro

Mrs. O’Brien from the poetry Before the program, | by the band.Three student

Bushnell in Hartford, wasnt a huge fan of poetry Brandon Chase, Lisa Murra
Connecticut came to allNow, | find it entirely and Sage Maiemwere chose
Plainville elementary schoolsinteresting,” said Jordanto read their poetryand the
to work with 5th graders onNicholson. Melissa Hernandezband provided a musical

poetry Many students enjoyedsaid, “It was very entertaininginterpretation of their poer
writing and sharing poetryas and it helped me to understand’hey ended the wonderi
well as reading poetry writtenwhat poetry is all about.” program by playing a gar
by famous poets such a®verall the students enjoyedwhere some students pick
William Carlos Williams, the activity and wrote someadjectives and the band wo
Langston Hughes, and everpretty creative poetry On express the word throu
Mrs. O’Brien herself. Mrs. January 26th, the Bushnellmusic. Meanwhile studer

O’Brien had the students PerformingArts brought Gene would try to guess the
exercise by writing simple Bozzi and The Hot Six to adjective.The students real
personification poem#nother Wheeler for a musical enjoyed listening to the mus

style of writing was advice performance. They gave a as well as hearing mus
poems that we wrote tomusical history of jazz and theplayed with the poetry ai
younger relatives. Some band played several Louisplaying some gamegfter the
opinions of 5th grade studentsArmstrong songs. Five studentgpoetry program, a student v
at Wheeler were, “I think Mrs. volunteered to singWhat a inspiredto write the followin
O’Brien inspired me to write Wonderful World accompanied beautiful poem:

Melissa Hernandez, Devon Zirpolo,

Peace
By: Avery Ferro

To be at peace
To live as one
To have one lost
only of old age
To have hatred
be lost

LAnd worries of
Loved ones are
Lost as well

To be at Peace
To live together
To have none los]
to have wars cea;
And to always
See our loved on

To have only peac
That is my Drearn

Let 's Chat W ith... David Telesca Budget N ews

Describe your role as assistant

3 goals. Some of these include evaluat|n
Assisant programs, overseeing the professio
Superintendent, development of our teaching dtadénd

=}

from elementary school through middle and high sch
What attracted you to this position?
| was looking for a district that is committed [g

very committed teachers and administrators who keep
needs of children first.

i . . : On April 24th, there will be an all day vote on the
continually improving its educational programs, and h budget for the 2007-2008 fiscal year

. Py | | At the February 12th board meeting, a budget
David Telesca  supervising the adult educatidn approved and sent to the town council for

and afterschool programsAlso, | am| | consideration. OffuesdayMarch 6, at 7:00 p.m., in th
designing an evaluation of our mathematics prograr | Plainville Municipal Centerthe town and board budge
order to ensure that our students have the highest giid will be presented to the town coundl.public hearing
program possible.This will provide for a smooth | on the budget will be held in the same location at 7

progression of know|edge' skills and expectati n p-m. onT_hurSda)_/ March 8th.The pUbIlC is invited tpl
t) attend this session and speak to the town council

fellow citizens regarding the budget.
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superintendent. During the month of Januarghe board of education megt
| have a number of roles in the districl With administrators of the district in order to discuss
that work toward meeting the districfg Program and curriculum changes that are being plarjned
for next year All facets of the fiscal year 2008 budggt
were examined in the budget workshops.

as

:00

and
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Adult and Continuing Educ  ation

Plainville Adult and Continuing Education is proud tdesf“Senior Specials.” Plainville senior citizens

recently mailed to all Plainville residens.30% discount is &éred for any one program. In addition, we
pleased to dér the following “Senior Center Special” at no cost:

Chinese Brush Painting

Discover the artist within as you paint with ink and watercolors on rice .p@peate beautiful pieces for
display! Materials provided. Instructor: Manli Luo

Time: 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. / Dates: March 6-April 24, 2007 / 8 Sessions

Class location: Plainville Senior Citizens Center

Please note: Pre-registration for this course is required, there is a 15 student maximum.

Chinese Brush Painting registration is conducted exclusively at the Plainville Senior Citizens Center

GOOd N eWS' Great things are happening in our school district all the time. Following are some of these good news highlight

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS DR. KATHLEEN BINKOWSKI AND PLAINVILLE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBER
PATRICK RINGROSE recently presented a workshop entitl&ioritize Your Boad’s Focus to Examine Gains inu8ent Learning”at the
ConnecticuAssociation of Boards of Educatisnannual CABE/ CAPSS conventioiPLAINVILLE HIGH SCHOOL WORLD LANGUAGE

re

encouraged to browse through the Plainldult and Continuing Educatios’spring brochure, which was

re

TEACHER / INSTRUCTIONAL LEADER JOANNE CURLEY received national certification from the National Board for Professional

Teaching &ndards. PLAINVILLE COMMUNITY SCHOOLS EMPLOYEES donated more than $10,000 through the Unitéd of West
Central ConnecticudAnnual Community CampaignKAREL ZETTERGREN, OFFICE PROFESSIONAL AT THE MIDDLE SCHOOL OF
PLAINVILLE received the Plainvile Chamber of Commer€mployee of the eér Award...LINDEN, TOFFOLON, AND WHEELER
ELEMENT ARY SCHOOL STUDENTS attended the 14th annual Elementary Levéld&nt Leadershiplraining Conference where
PLAINVILLE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT ATHLETE LEADERSHIP TEAM (S.A.L.T.) STUDENTS DA/ID VOISINE, ELIZABETH
BOWLING , WHITLEY DOZIER, AND TAYLOR PERUN presented workshops on communication and decision makiftE.KIDS IN THE
MIDDLE (K.I.M.) GIRLS ONL Y CLUB at the Middle School of Plainville received a $2,000 grant fronWbmen and Gir8 Fund of the Main
Street Community FoundationPLAINVILLE HIGH SCHOOL STAFF MEMBERS DAVID GAIGNARD AND STEVEN MICHAUD have
been inducted into thBational Honor Rols OutstandingAmerican €achers..MIDDLE SCHOOL OF PLAINVILLE STUDENTS MAR Y
RAGAGLIA, TOM DINDA, MARQUILLE JOHNSON, KA TIE MCLELLAN, P ATRICK HOERLE, AND KENDRA VALLIERE were
selected to participate in the Northern Regional Music Festival on March 3rd sponsored by the Connecticut MusitsBdscatation.. THE
PLAINVILLE F AMIL Y RESOURCE NETWORK sponsored a combined project for Linden @&nffolon students who planted a “friendship
garden” in the school€ourtyards. PLAINVILLE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS LAUREN ROBBINS, AMANDA BOUTIN, AND ANNA
BOISVERT received the007 Scholastiért Award.

PLAINVILLE BOARD OF EDUCATION Bel |ef Satements

Kathleen Binkowski, Ph.D. We believe:
Superintendent of Schools

e that a quality school system is the core of our community and increases the

Board Members: quality of our lives;

William J. Crowley
Lorri Goldsmith

Art Hoerle

Keith A. LaCombe
Susan McCathy
Patrick Ringrose
Becky Tyrrell
Thomas L. Wazorko
Barbara A. Willard

achievement for all learners;

* in a safe, caring, learning environment that respects individtededite and
rejects discrimination of any form;

« in holding all students, facultgtaf, and parents accountable to participate in
and maintain a positive learning environment throughout the district;

« a high quality curriculum emphasizes the arts, literacg technology; and

« effective communication and collaboration builds trust and respect.
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« in a shared responsibility among home, school and community that promotes



