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In this issue... |Me ssage from the Boar d of Educ ation

The last board of education message dealt with therelifces in education over tinfehe
Message from the Board| Impact of special education, the global economy and No Child Left Behind were
of Bducation.........Page | discussedAnother area where schools of todayetifrom the past is in the facilities that
are used to educate our students. Schools built 30 or 40 years ago were not constructed
be handicapped accessiblEhey lack ramps and elevators, and even the width of
The Long Range classroom and bathroom doors can prevent students with special needs from attending
Plan.......ccccoeeiineen. Page . - . .
Fire safety codes have also changed, requiring new schools to be equipped witt
Budget News........Page p SPrinklersAnother safety issue with older schools is the presence of hazardous materials
such as asbestos. Older school buildings often lack the kind of spaces needed today whe
Did You Know......Page 4 small group instruction or one on one tutoring takes place. Special Education is an ares
that has required many additional classrooms for programs that are mandated to meet tf
needs of these studenidie increased use of computers has also creaticlltiés as

Student SpotlightPagel
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Let’'s ChatWith.....Page 3

Adult wiring for these computers was never planned in older buildings. Building security is also
Education.............. Page B an issue. Schools must have doors that close properly and access that can be limited

ensure a safe atmospher&he proximity of the dice to the entrance doors in older
Good News........... Page §

buildings can even be a probleMle have also learned over the years about the
importance of air quality in buildings. Older buildings often have inadequate aiAfilow
conditioning plays a critical role in maintaining air quality by reducing moisfline. Plainville Board of
Education strives to have all of our buildingsaccessible to handicapped students and visiBoraget fire
safety codes and be free of hazardous mateBighspvide appropriate spaces for students anél stad4.secure

and healthyThe Long Range Plan for Plainville Community Schools is driven by these goals and we have mad
great strides in this area with the support of the Plainville community

Student Spotlight: Plainville High School’ s CANstruction
By: Alex Cimino, Brandon Giando,Architecture classes will be one othey are very excited to compete in
and Samantha Sirs the teams competing inCANstruction.” If you would like

Every year many people struggle toCANstruction on May 1, at the additional information about the
deal with the issue of hungeand Connecticut Convention Center irproject, please feel free to contact
may have trouble providing food forHartford. The architecture studentdMrs. Kulpa via email at

their families. CANSstruction is acannot compete without communitykulpal@plainvilleschools.gr
competition started by themerican support. Donations will allow the - :
Institute ofArchitects that combinesclass to purchase the necessa 4
the spirit of design with a uniquecanned goods and to participate

way to tackle world hungerTeams the competition.The students are
led by schools and architecture firmsvell on their way to developing the
compete by designing sculpturedesign for their structure. Mrs|
made entirely from canned good<Xulpa, the teacher leading th¢
After the competition, the cans willstudents, said, "The students a
be donated to local food banksworking very well together to try™=

Plainville High School's and raise money for the cans, an (1eft to right) Samantha Sirs,
Alex Cimino, and Brandon Giando




The Long Range Plan

The Long Range Plan for the school district intends toawgthe school buildings.
Thele are a number of mjects in pogress.

HIGH SCHOOLAUDITORIUM conditions.There have been a few issues along
With the recent installation of the lift and thevay with the hot water system knocked lofe and
addition of railings near the stairs, the high schatle fire alarms inadvertently being disconnects
auditorium project is nearly done--stage lighting arichese problems were resolved shortly after be
air conditioning will be completed in the full highidentified. There was a "quiet time" during CAP]
school projectA sound system has also been addesbting for the high school students, but renovatig
and the auditorium has been open for many eventaig back in full swing again.

the last couple of month® rededication of the TOFFOLON SCHOOLRENOVATION
facility was held in December prior to the higffown voters turned out in very low numbers and the
school choral performance, and numerous lo@ditional funding requested for theffolon School
citizens were honored for theirfefts to make the renovation project was narrowly defeated on Maich
project successful. 6th. A short time after the vote, the board and
HIGH SCHOOLRENO\ATION council chairpersons met with the town manager
The like new renovation of the high school is in fuluperintendent of schools, chair of the Cang;\I
swing. Day in and day out students andfsta& Projects Building Committee and other employe
tolerating construction and destruction on the site Tinose present agreed to try to move the project
order to complete the project while still operating farward with additional funding for a revised proje
school of almost 900 students. High Schothat would scale back some portions of the projec
Principal, Greg Ziogas, reported progress on theder to lower the total cosft a future date
project at the March board of education meeting. ldaother referendum will come before town voters
stated that Phase Il (the former superintendemttsler to request the funds necessary to meet
office area) is almost complete and Phase Il (tbeard specifications for thEoffolon School and to
upstairs 200 corridor) would begin April. Turner complete the necessary building code renovatig
Construction is handling the constructiolVith each passing month the estimated costs for
management on this project and. Miogas reported project continue to rise as construction costs 4§
that the firm is doing an excellent job undeffidilt inflation continue to increase.

Did Y ou Kno w?

At the beginning of March, the town manager ztm
superintendent presented their budgets to the fow

Plainville High School Facilities Departmept
rCustodian, MichaelTurcotte, has @anized al

council and a budget hearing was held for Plainyill€

citizens.

Mothers Day Ham Dinner and Jazz Concdithe
Details about the budgets were discussed durin

event will take place at Plainville High Schobhe
department meetings with the town coundéik the

gjazz portion of the concert will feature
performances by the Plainville High School Jazz
end of March, the town council decided |to
recommend to voters a board of educatjor

Band and alumni, musicians from Centtal
operating budget of $31,845,921 which is |an
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Budget N ews
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gt.cut costs associated with the Plainville High Sch

Connecticut &te Universityand local performers.
Turcotte commented, “I'm ganizing this to helg

increase of 4.86% above the current year budg

While this increase will not fund all of t}}

improvements that the board hoped to institut
the coming yeauit will allow existing programs tq
continue and it will also fund the 20 minute incre@se

m Florida. I'm a parent of a former band memlaard

Music Departmens December performance |n

| recognized a need to help out.” For further
information, please call Plainville High Schoal:
793-3220.

in the school day for students.
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Let ’S Chat W |th ...Linda V an W agenen, Dir ector of Curriculum, Instruction and As sessment

What are the key issues or Standards. This rigorous portfolio
challenges that you face? and testing process helped me [o
Certainly the pressures of NCLB andbecome a better teacher and a better
high stakes testing are challengindeader by demanding consistent
particularly when we consider thereflection on my teaching as | workeg
importance of providing a well- to improve instruction for each chilg
rounded, balanced program ofn my class. Because | was part If
academic learning and learning in th&he inaugural group, | had th

Explain your role as director of  arts. In addition, meeting the needgpportunity to attend #White House

of each child, stretching each one téeception hosted by President arld
his or her fullest potential is anMrs. Clinton, and the chance to spegk
t
'

curriculum, instruction and
assessment. .
In my role, | am responsible foroN-going challenge that
coordinating the curriculum for €mbrace.
grades K-12 in all subjects. | work ; T T
i ow is curriculum determined- . -
with teachers from all schools and alft e e the statdVNat is your top priority?
: lum frameworks, which
need to learn in each grade to prepafe!"c\ ’ of our curriculum areas is aligned sp
; de a road map for us to follow : . .
them for success throughout theiPfoY! : - that learning occurs in an appropriate
there, we determine which
school years and beyond. | also work"om there, ITSequence as we move from
: te will work best for us in
; ; ; Plainville, based upon our students’ . . .
best instructional practices to help pis year brings a particular focus o

; needs and the interests and talents . .

; T our faculty We develop assessmentd” .
responsible for coordinating the Y P rovide a program that meets th

district's assessment plan whickat will enable us to see what our '\ = " <l 0 O
includes both the CMTand CAPT Students knowunderstand and arechallen ing and supbortin eac;
assessments as well as our own locaPle to do.All of this forms the core " . tg rgach i gf hergfu”es
assessments such as monthly maff our curriculum and helps our " .
and writing prompts that help usteachers determine the day to da?/ '

- instruction for our children. . .
determine the strengths  and Describe your leadership style.

weaknesses of our students. i i
What professional accomplishmentIn a Word’ my Ie_adershlp sl 1
are you most proud of? collaborative. I_belleve that each on
rI have been blessed throughout mr?f us has the right and re_spon5|b|I|t
s career with the opportunities to lear ?(be ar:eadeaﬂdll V‘;?rk V(\;'th glrouphs _
the job is working with our teachers2Nd grow as an S| e 0 oatzacci:tieesrsfécr)lezg{:rsirin ?\ﬁgfv ttherm
0 devel iUl di select just one of these opportunitieSP _ p- TKI i
0 develop curriculum and Improve: = =~ - ) if we all work in concert, with our
instruction. Their enthusiasm for to highlight, it would be the work that | and with
learning and teaching is infectiousI did to become a member of the firs£Y®= 811 & BOMION GO ant W i

: . L f teachers to achieve nationgnared vision in our hearts anl
and their dedication and commitmeng' 24P O . i : .
ertification through the NationalMinds, we can accomplish gres

| fullyat length with the President abot
what it means to me to be a
educator

(b O 2
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What do you enjoy most about you
position?
Without doubt, my favorite part o

<
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Adult and Continuing Educ  ation

It's never too late to return to school. Plainvilidult and Continuing Educationfefs those in need of a high
school diploma an opportunity to earn one--free of gdaate regulations require that potential students
must be at least 16 years of age afiidiafly withdrawn from schoolThere are two programs available, each
designed to fit the unique needs of today's busy stu@ieeAdult High School Credit Diploma Program and

the GED (General Educational Development) test preparation program. Not sure which program is right for
you?Call today, for a confidential consultation: 793-3209. Classes aravailable yearlong.
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SUPERINTENDENT KATHLEEN BINKOWSKI , BOARD OF EDUCATION CHAIRPERSON BECKY TYRRELL , AND PLAINVILLE HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS CRISSI MANN AND SARAH TANNER participated in the ConnecticAssociation of Boards of Educati
(CABE)'sDay on the Hillevent, which included briefings on pending legislation and potential impact to school
an education rallyand visits with legislators at théaB Capitol..MIDDLE SCHOOL OF PLAINVILLE STUDENT ABIGAIL
COUCH AND PLAINVILLE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT CRYSTAL BUTLER received thé’resident's ®unteer Serice Award, as pa
of the 2007 Pudential Spirit of Communitfwards program recognizingmericans of all ages who have volunte
significant amounts of time in their communitieBLAINVILLE HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL COACH BOB FREIMUTH has bee|
nominated for thé&lational Federation High School Baseball Coach of thar#ward...THE EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF
PLAINVILLE oOrganized a "guest reader" program, featuring town leaders who shared books with classes thro
school district as part oReadAcrossAmerica Dayactivities on March 2nd MIDDLE SCHOOL OF PLAINVILLE STUDENTS|
PETER DALENA , ALYSSAMILLS , AND MAILE MIRMINA took first place at the Middle School Open Championship Swim
held recently at Central Connecticutat® University..TOFFOLON AND LINDEN STREET ScHooLs held a Connectic
MasteryTest (CMT) pep rally to kick dttesting, and celebrated the completion of the mastery test period and h
of the students with an "Aloha Party'PLAINVILLE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ARIEN WILKERSON AND SARAH TANNER Wer
invited by the Capitol Region Education Council (CREC) to speak on behalf of proposed Education Bill "H
Concerning Recruitment and Retention Té#achers" to the t&e of Connecticut Gener#lssembly's Educati
Committee..THE MIDDLE SCHOOL OF PLAINVILLE 'S MILIT ARY MAILROOM held a "support the troops" dance and v
conferencing event, which included a live chat with students and their ConnécticptNational Guard pen pals
Afghanistan..PLAINVILLE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT PATRICK HAGGERTY was one of 14 trombonists statewide
auditioned and were selected to perform with the Connedtit@tate Band at Central Connecticuti® University'
Welte Hall.. WHEELER ELEMENT ARY SCHOOL FOURTH GRADERS DYLLAN MARTIN, SARAH GROSSE SARAH ABDELSAME,
COURTNEY GOODALL , ANDREA LYONS, AND DEVON HRYWNIAK Will represenWWheeler at the statewide Invention Conve
at the University of Connecticut iApril... 40 PLAINVILLE HIGH SCHOOL DECA MEMBERS participated in the ann
statewide Career Development Confereiite Plainville DECAChapter won 13 state awards, and seven Plainville
School students are eligible to advance and attend the International Career Development Confgpehce in

PLAINVILLE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Kathleen Binkowski, Ph.D.
Superintendent of Schools

We believe:

Board Members:
William J. Crowley
Lorri Goldsmith

Art Hoerle

Keith A. LaCombe
Susan McCathy
Patrick Ringrose
Becky Tyrr ell
Thomas L. Wazorko
Barbara A. Willard

quality of our lives;

achievement for all learners;

* in a safe, caring, learning environment that respects individtededite and
rejects discrimination of any form;

« in holding all students, facultgtaf, and parents accountable to participate in
and maintain a positive learning environment throughout the district;

« a high quality curriculum emphasizes the arts, literacg technology; and

« effective communication and collaboration builds trust and respect.

e that a quality school system is the core of our community and increases the

« in a shared responsibility among home, school and community that promote

tricts,

hout th
eet

work

Belief Satements
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