
 

Good Afternoon Plainville Families, Students and Staff: 

By now, I suppose you have become accustomed to my lengthy updates, coming at least weekly, and today is filled with a lot of 
information on many topics. These updates will continue throughout the closure and I hope you continue to find them of value. As we 
move forward toward year-end, with only about 7 weeks remaining in the school year, there will be an increasing need to keep 
everyone informed. Our principals are doing a great job of communicating school-specific information out as well, but I hope this 
keeps everyone in the district up to date on multiple topics. 

If  you are looking for any information, resources, or just want a smile, I hope you have a chance to visit our website, which has been 
redesigned to include some school closure resources. Look for the informational buttons on the home screen including some buttons 
that will help to keep everyone feeling socially close while remaining physically distant. Please click the “Stay Connected” button that 
has been designed by my dedicated staff and updated with lots of great videos and staff messages to students, parade footage, distance 
learning pictures, and more. We appreciate all of the photos and videos that have been submitted by families. Staying connected is so 
important, now more than ever before. With that, I offer several updates on a number of topics: 

Wheeler Parade a Success: I had a great time in our 3rd Plainville Elementary parade with about 50 or more teachers and staff 
participating in each one. We have seen every nook and cranny of Plainville, which has been a nice experience. I want to thank the 
children and families for the kind messages and warm greetings as we passed. It was also wonder to so many older citizens excited to 
see us as we drove through the neighborhoods honking our horns! Plainville is a wonderful town and the parades helped to make us 
feel even closer as a school community. 

My special thanks to the teacher leaders who helped to plan these parades, to our principals who led the parades behind the dedicated 
and wonderful support of our many police officers who kept us all safe during the parades, to my fellow central office administrators 
and to PHS Principal Carl Johnson with his big red pick-up truck flying the American and Plainville Blue Devil flags at the back of 
each parade. These parades symbolize the message of unity and closeness despite distance. There are great pictures and videos of 
these parades on the “Stay Connected” site. 

Closure and Athletics Updates: At this time, we remain closed through May 20 but with the full understanding that it will 
undoubtedly be longer than that based on Governor Lamont’s recent updates. We continue to refine and update our distance learning 
plans across the district and I will share detailed information about grading practices across the district early next week. We have 
spent a lot of time researching and determining what makes the most sense for Plainville and will share that formal summary next 
week. 

Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference(CIAC) News: The CIAC has been in regular contact with the Governor, 
Commissioner of Education and state health officials, and has sought input from district leaders across the state. They are the 
governing body that oversees all Connecticut athletics and given the importance of athletics in our students’ and families’ lives, they 
have had to make difficult decisions. I was notified the following decision from the CIAC earlier this week but there are still many 
unknowns, all depending on whether we return to school: If it is determined that school buildings will remain closed, and distance 
learning will continue through the end of the 2019-2020 school year, then the CIAC will cancel all spring sport experiences. After 
much consideration, the CIAC has decided that any potential spring sports experiences will be limited to the month of June. Carrying 
spring sport experiences from the current school year into July presents significant challenges for school districts and student-
athletes. The CIAC has also decided that we will not run any spring state championship events. It is our position that any spring 
sports experience should maximize opportunities for student-athletes within individual schools and leagues. 

End of Year Event Planning: As we live in the moment and continue to work hard to improve the day to day learning experiences 
for students, we also look forward and plan for many important events on the horizon. While we do not know with certainty at this 
point, a return in June is unlikely. I know I speak for all of the district administration and staff in promising that we will do everything 
we can to make the end of year transitions and celebrations the very best they can be. There are many creative plans being considered, 
and our principals are gathering insight from students, families, and our district team, so all decisions made will be shared decisions. I 
know the outcomes will be special and memorable for all! 

National Volunteer Week: I want to thank Mrs. Bradley, our volunteer Coordinator (among many other roles) for acknowledging our 
volunteers today. We rely on volunteers across the district to make our district as great as it is. Volunteers do so much, whether our 
business partners contributing to the district, parents volunteering through PTO, PAC, Athletic Backers, Project Graduation, mentors 
volunteering their time, and so many other examples of selflessness. If you know a volunteer who always gives without asking for 
anything in return, please take a moment to thank them. 



COVID-19 Resource: State Representative, Dr. Petit also shared this information from a highly respected source, noting it as being 
the best overview of information on COVID-19 information. COVID-19 Safety Information.docx 

National Office Professional Day on Wednesday: Regrettably, I missed the opportunity to thank my administrative assistant, Joan 
Calistro, on National Office Professional on Wednesday, for all she does to support me and others around the district. Thank you, 
Joan! Please accept my apology(and a gift) when we can come back together. We have many hard-working office professionals who 
do so much to make the district run the way it does, often the things that nobody sees, but would miss terribly if they didn’t happen. If 
one of our office staff made a difference to you or your child, please take a moment to say thanks, I am sure it will mean a lot to them. 

Professional Development Day on April 29, No School for Students: 

Please note that on April 29, our teachers will be involved with professional development activities throughout their 
workday.  Therefore, there will be no school assignments provided to students next Wednesday. While students can use this time to 
catch up on missed assignments, read a book, get some extra exercise or whatever they wish to do, I recommend that parents use some 
of the great resources for exploring the state virtually and engaging in really great enrichment opportunities. This 
link https://www.ctvisit.com/articles/virtual-activities-for-at-home-experiences?fbclid=IwAR1N_IY_gbaIRcYPWuRHya4D-
MWNfWrwb0Z4pHcKuRFMbo-56rI3AbQkibg was provided to me by State Representative William Petit, and I found it to be very 
valuable for finding such activities. 

Parent/Caregiver Surveys: Next week, I will send out a survey for all PCS families to complete so we can once again assess how 
things are going for you and your child during our distance learning program. Our goal is to continually assess and improve how we 
meet the needs of our student and families. We will also survey staff members across the district to ensure that we are giving them the 
support they need to continue to meet your children’s needs. Thank you for taking time to complete the survey when it comes out. It 
should take no more than 5 minutes to complete. 

Pre-K Registration Process: Plainville Community Schools will begin on-line registration for preschool for the 2020-2021 School year 
starting at 9:00AM on Wednesday, April, 29, 2020.    

While our goal is to enroll every eligible child residing in Plainville into our preschool program, spaces will be reserved on a first-
come, first-served basis.  In the event classes are filled, we will maintain a waiting list and parents will be contacted as space becomes 
available. In order to reserve a seat in our preschool program, BOTH on-line registration and the $100 deposit must be completed. 
Once both of these steps are completed, you will receive confirmation that the space has been reserved or if your child is on the 
waitlist.  The additional required documents found in our Preschool Registration Packet will need to be submitted at a later date.  If 
you have not already received a registration packet, please use the following link:  

http://www.plainvilleschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_72354/File/Resources/Preschool%20Registration%20Packet%
202020-2021.pdf 

Students with confirmed reserved spaces will receive an email with dates and additional instructions for submitting the 
documents as soon as possible.  Final confirmation of registration and tuition amounts will be determined after all 
documents are reviewed and verified. 

The link to the on-line registration can be found in the "Student Registration" bubble located at the bottom right of the 
district website: www.plainvilleschools.org. The password is Plainville2020. 

Deposits can be made on-line by creating an account at www.MySchoolBucks.com or by mailing a check or money 
order.  On-line payments are preferred as class spaces cannot be reserved until the deposit is received.  Checks or 
money orders can be mailed to: 

Plainville Community Schools Business Office 

Preschool Program 

One Central Square 

Plainville, CT 06062 

Please call the Special Services Office at 860-793-3214 for specific questions about Preschool Registration. 



Families will be invited to an Open House to meet teachers and visit classrooms prior to the start of the school 
year.  Additional details about the program and Open House will be provided with placement confirmation letters. 

FOR TOFFOLON FAMILIES:  For the 2020-2021 School Year, one of our Toffolon preschool classrooms will move to the 
newly renovated Wheeler School.   Priority for placement in classrooms at Toffolon will be given to preschoolers with 
siblings already attending Toffolon and families within walking distance to Toffolon.  Bus transportation will be offered for 
all children placed in the classroom at Wheeler School. 

FOR LINDEN FAMILIES:  Please remember that all Linden preschool students will be attending at Wheeler School for the 
2020-2021 school year.  Transportation will be provided. 

Thank you for your interest in the Plainville Community Schools preschool program. 

New Kindergarten Student Registration: will follow a similar process as Pre-K. Kindergarten registration is only required of 
students who are new to PCS. All current Pre-K students are automatically enrolled in Plainville Kindergarten classes. Please look for 
additional updates on new student registration coming out soon. 

Virtual Everyday Hero: Well, I asked for hero nominations and I certainly received them, many of them, 21 to be exact! Since 
there is a lot of information in this message, I am going to announce all of the nominees and 2 winners on Monday, rather than have 
these wonderful and meaningful sentiments of deep appreciation get lost in the mix. I look forward to sending these out on Monday. 

Super Reading and Math Challenge: I hope that despite not being required to record minutes of reading and math practice each 
week, students are remaining engaged in pleasure reading, and also competing with friends in the math fitness challenges sent out 
earlier. Children, please continue to do your best because these skills will pay off in your future. 

I am really excited for our MSP “Read and Feed” Challenge numbers shared with me by Mrs. Lynch: 

Grade 6 – 500 books,  Grade 7 – 221 books. Grade 8 – 512 books     Total= $1233 for the Plainville Food Pantry 

Our top MSP 3 readers have done amazing work: Victoria Hamel - 56 books, Emma Porteus - 53 books, Iman Bilal - 50 books 

PHS is also actively involved in this challenge and reading many books to support this great cause. Thanks to Mrs. Pikiell for her 
leadership at PHS. 

Please stay well and enjoy your weekend! 
Sincerely, 

Steve LePage, Superintendent of Schools 

 


