
 

Good Evening Plainville Families and Staff: 

I hope you were able to spend some downtime with family and do some things you enjoy together during 
the vacation break. I’m sure many of you continued to work from home, as I did, but it was nice to have a 
slight break from the busy work and distance learning demands. As mentioned in previous emails, I hope 
we can all look for opportunities within these challenging times, as we remain physically distant but 
increasingly closer through shared experiences. Here are a few additional details for your review and 
consideration: 

Distance Learning Updates: As we move forward tomorrow, some changes and increases in 
programming and supports provided to our students will become apparent. We understand that this is not 
easy for anyone, and more challenging for some students and families than others, based on many 
influencing factors. We will continue to seek your feedback as we modify and adjust programs each week. 
Ultimately, our goal is to make learning valuable and meaningful yet as manageable as possible for 
students, families and our staff. We acknowledge that we are all working incredibly hard and in very 
different ways in this new, temporary world of distance education. 

BOE Meeting Details: Our Board of Education will hold its regularly scheduled meeting tomorrow, April 
20, at 7:00pm. This meeting will be held virtually through Zoom and a link to view our meeting via a 
YouTube Livestream will be posted on our website: plainvilleschools.org 15 minutes before the meeting 
tomorrow. There are also options for leaving a voice message or an email for the Board to review, if 
anyone wishes to do so. While this meeting should be fairly brief, Assistant Superintendent Levenduski 
and I will present an overview presentation on Plainville’s District Learning Plan. I will also share a brief 
overview summary of our BOE Operating Budget and Capital Improvement Plan Budget status. This will 
be important information for all families and taxpayers to be aware of in preparation for the Town Council 
Public Hearing on the Budget, to be held virtually on May 4. Information about how to share your 
thoughts and comments about the budget will be provided prior to that meeting. 

Everyday Hero: The traditional district Everyday Hero program recognizes staff members (and some 
students) for going above and beyond in some capacity. They are nominated by students, parents and 
fellow staff members then selected by the Superintendent to be recognized at a Board of Education 
meeting where they receive a certificate of recognition and publicity. We will be honoring High School 
Counselor Kelly Hickey tomorrow evening, who was nominated by the Mandeville family for her 
outstanding dedication to students and extra efforts to make a difference. We are always proud to share 
district highlights of our staff who do a tremendous job. While this will be very different than typical 
meetings, the meaning behind the award is no less important. 

New - Remote Learning Everyday Hero Model: We would like to continue to recognize those 
individuals who go above and beyond within Plainville Community Schools. Nominations with a 
brief description of why your nominee is deserving can be emailed to my email address 
at lepages@plainvilleschools.org and a winner will be announced each week. Winners will 
receive a special recognition for their extra efforts on behalf of our students and the district. 

 

 

 

 



 

Social Distancing: It will continue to be more of a challenge to follow the expert guidance on social 
distancing; however, with the new executive order passed by Governor Lamont requiring face covering 
masks or cloths be worn by workers and customers in most public places starting tomorrow night at 
8:00pm, I hope we can all do our part to help stop the spread. We continue to find groups using the fields 
at our high school, against social distancing regulations. The track has been encouraged for use, but the 
fields are off limits for games, as clearly marked. This is based directly from our regional heath 
department’s strong advice.  We will unfortunately have to consider locking the gates to these facilities if 
abuses continue. Our police department is trying to help patrol and police this, but it has become very 
challenging. Please take a moment to watch this link from an Ohio Health Department PSA on the 
importance of social distancing, it is really well done and says a lot with almost no words(an art I will likely 
never master): https://www.fox29.com/news/striking-psa-illustrates-the-importance-of-social-distancing-
with-mouse-traps-and-ping-pong-balls 

CSDE Webinar: Plainville Community Schools are being spotlighted by the Connecticut State 
Department of Education for our distance learning programs. In particular, the CSDE will hear all about 
our programs for the secondary level including MSP and PHS. We are fortunate to have been selected as 
one of four towns being spotlighted for our programs, and look forward to sharing some of our distance 
learning journey with state and district leaders. Further, I shared an OpEd with local newspapers that will 
be released soon. We will continue to do our best for Plainville students despite the distance that 
separates us. 

Wheeler Staff Parade: I am excited to take part in our 3rd and final Plainville 
Teacher/Staff/Administrator/Mascot parade on Wednesday beginning at 9:00AM at Wheeler School. We 
are grateful to our Dattco manager, Tim Rebstadt, for providing all of our parade routes that pass most 
Plainville homes. We are sorry if we missed your street but it is almost impossible to hit them all. The 
Toffolon Parade lasted exactly 2 hours, and Lindens was about 70 minutes, so we do our best to get to 
most areas safely. Since we can’t go down every street, each parade has gone through a public area 
where cars can park safely part to watch. For Toffolon, that was Norton Park and for Linden it was the 
PHS parking lot. This parade’s alternate location will be Kohl’s Parking lot, but we will be going by most 
Wheeler district homes. I look forward to seeing many of you and your children along the route. Again, we 
thank Chief Catania and our Plainville Police Department of their continued support and efforts to provide 
for safety on these parades! 

Wheeler YMCA Opportunity: The Plainville Wheeler YMCA is providing Child Care for Pre-K aged 
children of First Responders and "Essential Workers. Currently there are eleven participants with room for 
a total of sixteen (5 openings). Interested parents may call the main Wheeler YMCA number 860-793-
9631. 

There is always a great amount of information to provide, and I hope you find it helpful in answering some 
of the uncertainties we all face during these times. We look forward with hope at the next closure end 
date of May 20th but plan for all contingencies, whether we are able to return to school or not. I will do my 
best to keep you informed at each step of this closure. Please stay well and give my best to your children 
for me, I miss seeing them on my school visits and look forward to seeing some of our Wheeler students 
on the parade route this Wednesday morning. I will be in right in front of High School Principal, Mr. 
Johnson, who will be driving the big red truck carrying the American and Plainville High School flags! Stay 
safe and well. 

Sincerely, 

Steve LePage, Superintendent of Schools 

 


