
The new College and Career Readiness Center at Plainville High
School is open and offering a myriad of resources and support
for high school students and families. Staffed by Sue Bradley
and Richard Keithan, the Center is housed in the school’s Coun-
seling Department. To date, more than 25 colleges have visited
the high school through the College and Career Readiness Cen-
ter, and over 100 colleges and universities were in attendance
at the school’s College Fair held in October. The Center will soon
feature a new website for students and families that will provide
additional resources for college and career planning. The grand
opening of the Center was held in conjunction with the high
school’s Curriculum and Activities Showcase in November. 

(Above) Sue Bradley and Richard Keithan help
PHS student Nicholas Petrucci with the college 
application process

(Right) A representative from the University of 
Saint Joseph meets with students and staff in 
the College and Career Readiness Center at
Plainville High School

It is always exciting to welcome students back to school. This year excite-
ment abounds in the middle and high schools with the launch of the one to
one Chromebook distribution to students in grades 8-12. Chromebooks allow
students to use the resources of Google Apps (applications) to search the
Internet, read online, and create word processing documents, and presen-
tations. Students and teachers may collaborate and comment on the work
that others are doing and make suggestions for improvement--even when
the “team” is not in the same room!  It has been a learning experience for all.

Earlier this year about 100 parents gathered to learn more about the power
of  Chromebooks and Google Apps, and in October, administrators visited
the Plainville Senior Center to share this learning and answer questions from
grandparents who want to help their grandchildren succeed. Over the sum-
mer, the Technology Department was unpacking the Chromebooks and get-
ting them ready for a seamless distribution. Many teachers were working

collaboratively to design activities that will maximize learning through the use of technology, while other faculty
members worked to become Google Certified Teachers by learning the ins and outs of each in the Google Apps
for Education. We are proud of our efforts to equip Plainville students with the 21st Century Skills and techno-
logical tools that they need for success in college and their ultimate careers. 
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Message from the Board of Education



Let’s Chat With...Lowell F. Humphrey

What attracted you to the position of Resi-
dency Officer / High School Monitor?
Public safety was a calling that I answered right out of high
school. I have been privileged to serve in police, fire and
EMS capacities.  This position offered the opportunity to
continue my service in a meaningful way.

What are your responsibilities in this role?
The responsibilities blend my helping to insure a welcome,
safe, and respectful campus climate with the need to inves-
tigate questionable student residency claims to protect the
financial commitment of Plainville residents.

What is your top priority?
My top priority is achieving the goals envisioned by the
Plainville Board of Education when it established this posi-
tion. The Board identified specific needs in the district and I
intend to meet their expectations.

What have you enjoyed most about serving in
this position?
I am grateful to everyone who has welcomed me to PHS
and especially my partner in all things security, Tim Dalena,
who has spent a great deal of time acclimating me to the
school.

What professional accomplishment are you
most proud of?
I tend not to consider any single achievement as that for
which I am most proud, nor solely responsible. In context,
after years of service in public safety I know full well that
successful results require a team effort. 
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Plainville Adult and Continuing Education offers
the following programs at no cost: Adult Basic
Education, Adult High School Credit Diploma
Program, Citizenship Preparation, English as a
Second Language, and GED Preparation.
In addition, the following enrichment classes,
featured in the Fall 2013 Program Guide, are
still available:  

Floral Design: Boxwood Tree, Winter Holiday
Centerpiece, Fall Cornucopia , Interview 

Etiquette, and Organic Herbal Garden Gifts

Pre-registration is required for all classes. For
further information, please call Plainville Adult
and Continuing Education: (860)793-3209. 

Technology Today
Beginning this school
year,  students in grades
8-12 received Chrome-
books for use in the
Plainville school system.
The 970 Chromebooks
were prepared by the
district’s Technology De-
partment with the assis-

tance of two student helpers. Students are expected
to bring their Chromebooks to school each day, fully
charged, and use according to school policy. In the
event of technical or physical issues with the Chrome-
books, students can visit the Media Center and check
out  loaners while their devices are repaired. The Tech-
nology Department is repairing most Chromebooks as
needed, eliminating replacement of the machines at a
greater cost. If the problem is due to student misuse,
then a fee will be assessed. In addition,  insurance is
offered to fully cover any damages for up to two years.
Students are responsible for device care, and are
asked to report any issues to the Technology Depart-
ment. Chromebooks are proving to be a great tool for
both students and teachers. Teachers have been given
resources to easily share assignments with  students,
allowing greater opportunities for instant feedback.
Teaching and learning is changing every day as teach-
ers learn to use these new tools in their instruction and
incorporate 21st Century Skills in their lessons.
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Mr. Lowell F. Humphrey, former 
Canton, Connecticut  Chief of 

Police, serves as District 
Residency Officer and Plainville 

High School Monitor

PHS students Jacob Irizarry
and Natalia Ramirez

Shown above, are students in a GED Preparation
class. Beginning in January of 2014, there will be
a new, computerized GED® test. The current
version will expire at the end of 2013.



The students at Wheeler School celebrated student
achievements in reading over the summer through
their annual Story Character Day. It was a very suc-
cessful event, because many students dressed up
in costumes from their favorite books. This created
excitement about reading for students in Kinder-
garten through grade 5. Students and teachers
wore costumes that were
mostly homemade.Some
of the most creative stu-
dent costumes were the
Captain of the Titanic, a
young girl with a Captain’s
hat, uniform and a fake
grey beard. Another fa-
vorite was Thing 1 and
Thing 2, from Dr. Suess’
Cat in the Hat. There were
three winners for the teacher’s costume contest.
One winner was Mr. Turcotte, who was the man in
the yellow hat from Curious George. He even car-
ried around a stuffed gorilla! The other winners were

Mrs. Helming and her student teacher Miss Simone.
They had a Very Hungry Caterpillar costume made
out of painted paper and butterfly wings. Every once
in a while, Miss Simone would pop out of her cater-
pillar cocoon! Our favorite group of teachers was
dressed up from a favorite kid book, If You Give A
Mouse A Cookie. The fifth grade teachers were

dressed up from the book
Alice In Wonderland. Stu-
dents were recognized for
reading over the summer
with Sony E-Readers and
dog tags that said “Wheeler
School Summer Reading
Award.” Visitors from the
Plainville Public Library
came to cheer the students
on. One class had 100% of

students complete the summer reading program
and got special recognition. It was like reading par-
adise. It was the best reading celebration we have
had and will be remembered for a long time! 

Good News! G r e a t  t h i n g s  a r e  h a p p e n i n g  i n  o u r  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t .

PLAINVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
PHS hosted a Genetics Update Conference presented
by nationally recognized genetics speaker Dr. Sam
Rhine; students from around the state attended the
event at the high school...the annual College Fair was
held at the high school on October 25, with more than
100 colleges and universities in attendance.

MIDDLE SCHOOL OF PLAINVILLE
MSP faculty and staff raised over $2,600 for the
Plainville Food Pantry through their annual “jeans”
fundraiser coordinated by Jody Muldoon…MSP re-
cently hosted Nutmeg nominated author Tim Green,
who played for the Atlanta Falcons football team. Gen-
erous contributions from The  Elizabeth Norton Trust
Fund and the middle school’s Parent Teacher Club en-
abled Mr. Green’s visit…MSP hosted the Rachel’s Chal-
lenge community event on October 1 with over 200
attendees.

LINDEN STREET ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Linden kicked off the “Books for Biscuit” reading 
program for students with a goal of 13,000 books to be
read this year…the Plainville Family Resource 
Center opened this school year with 29 children and 
22 adults attending the Play & Learn Group, and record
numbers in attendance for the PIP Family Literacy 
Program.

FRANK T. WHEELER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
The third annual walk–a–thon was recently held at
Wheeler. This PTO sponsored event raised $1,570 to
support playground upgrades at Wheeler. A second
walk–a-thon will be held in May...Eleven Wheeler stu-
dents gathered around the school's  piano recently for
a Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports activ-
ity as recognition for excellent school-wide behavior.
Led by third-grade teacher Maria Hitt, students in
grades 1-5 took turns performing pieces on the piano. 

LOUIS TOFFOLON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Toffolon faculty and staff members recently partici-
pated in a McTeacher Night fundraiser at the McDon-
ald's Restaurant in Plainville...Toffolon kindergartners
visited the Plainville Public Library and took a trip to
Minor's Farm in Bristol.

DISTRICT
District Literacy Resource Team members recently
attended a presentation at Columbia University on the
new Writing Units of Study based on the new Common
Core State Standards…CT Association for Human
Services  is partnering with Plainville Adult and Con-
tinuing Education to offer free financial literacy classes
for students in the GED, Adult Basic Education, and
English as a Second Language Programs.
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Story Character Day 
By Wheeler students 

Anne Roux and Sydney Ouellette
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